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Executive Summary 
Anti-Islam organizing targeting the Muslim-led EPIC City development project saw bias 
mobilizing the power of Texas government to deny Muslims their equal opportunities to 
pursue their dreams and potential. If the sharia-scare and hatred initiated by 
Islamophobe Amy Mek and then uplifted by Governor Greg Abbott permanently denies 
Texas Muslim equal opportunity and protection under the law remains to be seen. 
  
Texas Muslims are integral to the state’s civic, professional, and cultural fabric. This 
includes providing charitable assistance to the victims of the 2025 flooding and the 2021 
power outages. Texas Muslims serve their neighbors by holding local public office. They 
provide services to women in need, are internationally recognized for research 
contributions, and provide free medical services. 
  
Despite this positive record, in February 2025, eight months after the announcement of 
the Muslim-led EPIC City project, Texas Governor Greg Abbott launched an apparently 
politically motivated campaign against the initiative, continuing a tradition of Texas 
political figures engaging in anti-Muslim actions. Texas legislators have enacted three 
pieces of anti-Islam legislation. They have also advanced conspiracy theories ranging 
from former U.S. Rep. Gohmert’s “terror babies” to Abbott and Senator Cruz’s uplifting 
the debunked “no go zones” narrative. 
  
A close parallel to the anti-Muslim hysteria in Texas is the experience of the Islamic 
Center of Murfreesboro in Tennessee. The Tennessee example debunks the anti-
Muslim narratives promoted by Mek and Abbott. Despite previous anti-Muslim 
fearmongering in Tennessee, the Constitution remains the law of the land and America’s 
time-honored tradition of allowing an individual to live by their faith within the confines of 
U.S. law remains the norm. 
  
EPIC City’s launch messaging in April 2024, what the project leads were saying months 
before any public scrutiny, was that the project would be a place to “celebrate diversity” 
and “foster a sense of belonging…for all residents regardless of their background.”   
An Islamophobic hate group appears to have inspired Governor Abbott’s attack on the 
Muslim-led EPIC City project. Rise Align Ignite Reclaim (RAIR) founder Amy Mek has 
reportedly spread anti-Muslim and antisemitic hate, including encouraging her followers 
to follow a man who openly praises Adolf Hitler. Abbott entered the conversation about 
the project by sharing dehumanizing content from Mek’s social media account, then 
deleting it. Abbott later shared content from another anti-Muslim bigot. The second post 
Abbott reshared says, “Islam is a militant ideology cloaked in religious rhetoric, with a 
clear mandate to destroy the west.” 
 
In Texas as elsewhere in the United States, the Constitution is the law of the land. No 
faith group can impose its beliefs on the American people, and no branch of the 
government can prevent the American people from practicing their various faiths. The 
Constitution’s supremacy clause (Article VI, clause 2) ensures that any allegation to the 
contrary is no more than a conspiracy theory. 
  
During the EPIC City controversy, Governor Abbott and a cohort of anti-Muslim voices 
attempted to mislead Texans into accepting that the supremacy clause was somehow in 
question. This has been done before. Dearborn, Michigan, “America's city with the 
largest Muslim population” is often ground zero for conspiracy theorists claiming Muslims 
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threaten American law. In 2015, the city was “ranked by the 
website onlyinyourstate.com as one of the best towns to celebrate Christmas.”  
 
We note that the attack on EPIC City draws from the same playbook as past 
controversies surrounding Muslim-led development projects, including the Islamic Center 
of Murfreesboro and New York’s Park 51. We also note that Governor Abbott and Texas 
Attorney General Ken Paxton’s attack on EPIC City has not resulted in any evidence of 
wrongdoing to date and may violate Constitutional prohibitions against arbitrary 
government action. 
  
Texans have long organized to shape neighborhoods that reflect their values. Across the 
state, religious communities have developed housing projects, sometimes large in scale, 
always rooted in service or shared identity without drawing political attacks or public 
controversy. 

 

  

A close parallel to the anti-Muslim hysteria in Texas is the 

experience of the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro in Tennessee. The 

Tennessee example debunks the anti-Muslim narratives promoted 

by anti-Muslim campaigner Amy Mek and Texas Governor Greg 

Abbott. Despite previous anti-Muslim fearmongering in Tennessee, 

the Constitution remains the law of the land and America’s time-

honored tradition of allowing an individual to live by their faith 

within the confines of U.S. law remains the norm. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/after-sharia-law-accusations-dearborn-ranked-as-a-no-1-christmas-town/
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Texas Muslims are integral to the state’s civic, professional, and 

cultural fabric. 
 
Texas Muslims provide charitable aid in the state, including assisting the victims 
of the 2025 flooding and the 2021 power outages.  
 
After flash floods killed more than 135 people in July 2025, ICNA Relief “provided critical 
aid including hot meals, water, hygiene kits, and cleanup supplies to those in need.” 
ICNA Relief also reported its “volunteers worked side by side with residents” assisting 
with cleanup. Like other faith communities, Texas Muslims prayed for the flood’s victims.  
At the Islamic Center of Bushy Creek, the prayer leader noted the congregation’s heavy 
hearts and invoked God’s mercy for “our neighbors, friends, and strangers, all of them 
your creation who are suffering from floods in this central Texas zone.” 
 
In 2022, Islamic Relief USA and the East Harris County Empowerment Council gave 
away 360 Thanksgiving turkeys in Crosby, Texas. 
 
During widespread power outages in Texas in 2021, volunteers with the East Plano 
Islamic Center (EPIC) reportedly arranged more than 1,500 meals. Religion News 
Service reported, “Last year at the beginning of the pandemic, EPIC volunteers 
organized a weekly food pantry. During Thanksgiving, the mosque’s volunteers drove to 
low-income areas and delivered 1,000 meals.” The article continues, “Several Muslim 
organizations including Islamic Circle of North America Relief and the Muslim American 
Society were among the groups helping out at Dallas’ Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention 
Center, which served as a warming station for anyone who needed it. They also 
coordinated with restaurants and other volunteers to provide more than 3,000 meals a 
day.”  
 
In the wake of 2017’s Hurricane Harvey, Shazia Ashraf, a volunteer with the Islamic 
Center of Greater Houston (ISGH) whose own home had flooded, helped “turn at least 
five area mosques into shelters” according to a news report. That same report notes that 
at ISGH, “400 people have chipped in to help, staffing rescue missions, distributing food, 
and even working around the clock at Houston’s George R. Brown Convention Center, 
where more than 9,000 people have sought shelter.” 
 
Texas Muslims serve their neighbors by holding local public office.  
 
Amir Omar, elected mayor of Richardson on May 3, 2025, became the first Muslim—and 
first Iranian‑American—to serve as mayor of a Dallas‑area city, and the first Muslim 
elected in North Texas. Omar emphasizes a broad agenda rooted in inclusive 
governance: “Yes, the Muslim community was incredibly excited… but they know my job 
has little to do with the religion I practice, and more to do with the vision I have for the 

city.” Naushad Kermally, a registered nurse, tech entrepreneur, and three‑term Sugar 
Land City Council member, became the first Muslim elected to office there in 2019. After 
his 2019 win, Indo American News reported that Kermally “emphasized that he has run 
an inclusive campaign and will continue to serve as a representative for people of all 
backgrounds.”   
 
Texas Muslims provide services to women in need, are internationally recognized 
for research contributions, and provide free medical services.  

https://icnarelief.org/kerrville/
https://www.youtube.com/live/LiuviJ_6m1c
https://www.youtube.com/live/LiuviJ_6m1c
https://x.com/IRUSAdvocacy/status/1594336038268407809
https://x.com/IRUSAdvocacy/status/1594331549679423490
https://irusa.org/religion-news-service-in-texas-muslim-volunteers-jump-in-to-help-feed-the-frozen/
https://irusa.org/religion-news-service-in-texas-muslim-volunteers-jump-in-to-help-feed-the-frozen/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/muslims-opening-their-doors-to-flood-victims-we-feel-and-suffer-the-same_n_59a6e953e4b00795c2a341b9
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/muslims-opening-their-doors-to-flood-victims-we-feel-and-suffer-the-same_n_59a6e953e4b00795c2a341b9
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/north-texas-first-muslim-mayor-richardson-amir-omar/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/north-texas-first-muslim-mayor-richardson-amir-omar/
https://www.indoamerican-news.com/naushad-kermally-is-first-muslim-to-win-sugar-land-city-council-seat/
https://www.indoamerican-news.com/naushad-kermally-is-first-muslim-to-win-sugar-land-city-council-seat/
https://www.indoamerican-news.com/naushad-kermally-is-first-muslim-to-win-sugar-land-city-council-seat/
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The Texas Muslim Women’s Foundation (TMWF), based in Plano, has been recognized 
by a host of organizations including the Dallas Cowboys, Texas Council on Family 
Violence, Texas Women's Foundation, and the SMU Perkins School of Theology. TMWF 
provides services to people of all backgrounds. 
 
Dr. Tanzima Z. Islam, Assistant Professor of Computer Science at Texas State 
University, is recognized “nationally and internationally through awards such as the R&D 
100 award, the Science and Technology award from LLNL, and TX State’s Presidential 
Award.” Dr. Islam received a Research Grant Millionaire Award from Texas State 
University for bringing over $1.42 Million in grant funding during the 2022-2024 period.  
 
Dr. Basheer Ahmed, a psychiatrist based in Fort Worth, founded the Muslim Community 
Center for Human Services in 1995 to provide free medical, dental, and mental health 
care to underserved residents—regardless of religious affiliation. He served as president 
of the Islamic Medical Association of North America in 1979 and led the Tarrant County 
chapter of the Texas Society of Psychiatric Physicians. Dr. Letitia Plummer, a dentist, 
became the first Muslim woman elected to the Houston City Council in 2020. Plummer 
founded Career Smiles, a non-profit that helps needy people receive cosmetic dentistry. 
Dr. Plummer assisted vulnerable Houstonians during the 2021 winter storm. 
 
Nationally, Muslims are job creators, represent an estimated $170 billion in 
purchasing power, and comprise 4.5 to 5 percent of the nation’s physicians.  

 
Nationally, Muslims account for an estimated 1 percent of the U.S. population according 
to a 2018 study by Pew Research Center, raising reasonable questions about the 
seriousness of the anti-Muslim stereotype alleging Muslims plan to replace the U.S. 
Constitution. According to the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding (ISPU), 
Muslims are more likely than the general public to be self-employed. These job creators 
employ an average of eight people. ISPU also finds Muslims are as likely as other faith 
groups and the general public to serve in the U.S. military. (American Muslim Poll 2022, 
pg. 4) Muslim physicians comprise 4.5 to five percent of the nation’s total. A 2015 study 
estimated that America’s Muslims represent $170 billion in spending power.  

 
Nationally, Muslims give more in philanthropy than the general public.  
 
Muslim philanthropy for both faith-based causes and non-faith-based causes is higher 
than non-Muslims. As of 2021, Muslims on average gave USD 1,810 to faith-based 
causes compared to USD 1,138 in the general population. (Muslim American Giving 
2021, pg. 8) 
 
The above are examples only and not a comprehensive list. They do, however, serve to 
raise reasonable questions about why Texas political figures persistently attack Muslims. 
 

  

https://tmwf.org/awards-recognition/
https://tmwf.org/awards-recognition/
https://www.tanzimaislam.com/
https://www.rdworldonline.com/2019-rd-100-award-winners-unveiled/
https://www.rdworldonline.com/2019-rd-100-award-winners-unveiled/
https://www.cose.txst.edu/research-departmental/faculty-awards/research-grant-millionaire-awards.html
https://www.nsvrc.org/organizations/muslim-community-center-human-services-mcchs
https://www.impmstx.org/m-basheer-ahmed-md
https://www.facebook.com/rotaryclubofharrisburg/posts/662251479271374/
https://www.houstontx.gov/council/4/about.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2018/01/03/new-estimates-show-u-s-muslim-population-continues-to-grow/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2018/01/03/new-estimates-show-u-s-muslim-population-continues-to-grow/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7339131/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/12/151211145050.htm
https://www.campaignlive.com/article/why-brands-cant-afford-ignore-us-muslim-consumer/1347429
https://www.campaignlive.com/article/why-brands-cant-afford-ignore-us-muslim-consumer/1347429
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The U.S. Constitution is the law of the land. No branch of the 
government can prevent the American people from practicing their 
various faiths. Anti-Muslim campaigner Amy Mek and Texas 
Governor Abbott’s sharia scare tactics do not withstand scrutiny. 
 
The Constitution is the law of the land. No faith group can impose its beliefs on the 
American people, and no branch of the government can prevent the American people 
from practicing their various faiths. The Constitution’s supremacy clause (Article VI, 
clause 2) ensures that any allegation to the contrary is no more than a conspiracy 
theory. This includes false claims about American Muslims and "Sharia law." 
 
Dearborn, Michigan, “America's city with the largest Muslim population” is often ground 
zero for conspiracy theorists claiming Muslims threaten American law. In 2015, the city 
was “ranked by the website onlyinyourstate.com as one of the best towns to celebrate 
Christmas.” In 2024, the Trump campaign sent Gen. Michael Flynn to meet with Muslims 
in the Detroit, Michigan area. Trump and Flynn have engaged in anti-Muslim bias. 
Trump’s 2017 Muslim Ban was a central theme during his 2015-16 presidential 
campaigning. Flynn has previously called Islam a “cancer.” Neither man can be credibly 
accused of being an apologist for Muslims and neither mentioned seeing the 
Constitution being subvert. President Trump stood onstage with a number of Detroit-
area Muslim leaders during his 2024 campaign and later picked the Muslim-mayor of 
Dearborn Heights and the Muslim-Mayor of Hamtramck for ambassadorships.  
 
For Muslims, the word “Sharia” represents the divine law contained in the Quran and 
Hadith, or sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (may peace be upon him). The word can 
be translated as “the way to water.” Much like canon law for Catholics and halacha for 
Jews, Sharia is a source of guidance to Muslims on a wide variety of topics, from how to 
worship, to charitable giving, to banking, to governance in Muslim nations. 
 
Every time Muslims pray five times a day, fast in Ramadan, donate in charity, and 
abstain from consuming alcohol and pork, they are following sharia. Certain aspects of 
sharia, such as criminal laws, relate to matters that only a legitimate government in a 
Muslim nation could enforce. Interpretations of Sharia vary, and no one should 
automatically describe any particular government's ideology or its behavior as "sharia," 
much less the definitive manifestation of Islamic law. 
 
A universal rule of Sharia is that Muslims must strive to obey the laws of the land on 
which they live so long as those laws do not require inherently immoral behavior such as 
not praying. 
 
Like other faith groups, American Muslim communities sometimes look to sharia to 
resolve private disputes involving issues related to marriage, inheritance, burial, and 
business contracts. America has a well-established tradition of allowing religious leaders 
to mediate such matters, so long as any agreement complies with U.S. law. This applies 
to Catholic canon law, Jewish halacha, and Islamic sharia. For instance, “The Beth Din 
of America is a rabbinical court that arbitrates and mediates commercial; communal and 
family disputes; arranges Jewish divorces; resolves contested Get and agunah cases; 
and issues halachic personal status determinations (including certifications of Jewish 
status). Since its inception in 1960, the Beth Din of America has been recognized as one 
of the nation’s pre-eminent rabbinic courts.”  

https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/after-sharia-law-accusations-dearborn-ranked-as-a-no-1-christmas-town/
https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/after-sharia-law-accusations-dearborn-ranked-as-a-no-1-christmas-town/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/donald-trump-national-security-adviser-mike-flynn-called/story?id=43575658
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-earns-endorsement-highly-respected-muslim-leaders-battleground-state/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-earns-endorsement-highly-respected-muslim-leaders-battleground-state/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2025/03/11/trumps-picks-second-metro-detroit-muslim-mayor-bill-bazzi-for-ambassadorship/82285397007/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2025/03/11/trumps-picks-second-metro-detroit-muslim-mayor-bill-bazzi-for-ambassadorship/82285397007/
https://www.jns.org/organization/beth-din-of-america/
https://www.jns.org/organization/beth-din-of-america/
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No one in America can be compelled to adhere to any religion. Islam shares this very 
smart rule. In the Quran we are told “There is no compulsion in religion.” (Quran 2:256) 
Similarly, the Quran notes, “If it had been the Lord’s Will they would all have be lieved all 
who are on earth! Wilt thou then compel mankind against their will to believe!” (Quran 
10:99) 

 

Governor Abbott’s attack on EPIC City included him reposting anti-

Muslim campaigner Amy Mek, who claims parts of Texas may already 

have “Sharia-style governance.”  Key anti-EPIC City activists allege 

that there is already a “sharia compound” in Texas and that there is 

already a “functional sharia-law-based system in the state.” 
 
Rise Align Ignite Reclaim (RAIR) founder Amy Mek has reportedly spread anti-
Muslim and antisemitic hate, including reportedly encouraging her followers to 
follow a man who openly praises Adolf Hitler.  
 
Amy “Mek” Mekelburg’s Rise Align Ignite Reclaim (RAIR) is a hate organization and 

website that regularly publishes anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim conspiracy theories, 

including that Muslims seek to “infiltrate and destabilize the West.” Mek claims there are 

already “Sharia-adherent lifestyle zone(s)” in Texas, in part because of park signs in 

some neighborhoods “with Islamic behavioral rules like ‘no alcohol’ and ‘no loud 

music.’ According to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s official rules of conduct 

in parks, it is prohibited to consume, display, or sell alcohol in Texas State parks. The 

department says it is also an offense to “create a disturbance capable of negatively 

affecting other park users by causing excessive noise by any means.” 

Dearborn, Michigan, “America's city with the largest Muslim population” is 

often ground zero for conspiracy theorists claiming Muslims threaten 

American law. In 2015, the city was “ranked by the website 

onlyinyourstate.com as one of the best towns to celebrate Christmas.” In 

2024, the Trump campaign sent Gen. Michael Flynn to meet with Muslims in 

the Detroit, Michigan area. Trump and Flynn have engaged in anti-Muslim 

bias. Trump’s 2017 Muslim Ban was a central theme during his 2015-16 

presidential campaigning. Flynn has previously called Islam a “cancer.” 

Neither man can be credibly accused of being an apologist for Muslims and 

neither mentioned seeing the Constitution being subvert. President Trump 

stood onstage with a number of Detroit-area Muslim leaders during his 

2024 campaign and later picked the Muslim-mayor of Dearborn Heights and 

the Muslim-Mayor of Hamtramck for ambassadorships. 

https://archive.ph/2DJ67#selection-1665.52-1673.1
https://archive.ph/2DJ67#selection-1665.52-1673.1
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=07%2F25%2F2025&recordId=208849
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According to a 2018 report, Mekelburg has “called Islam a ‘pervert cult’ and mocked 

Muslims for ‘lifting their asses’ to Allah. She wanted mosques banned in the United 

States and called herself a modern-day ‘crusader.’” According to that same report, 

Mekelburg’s work has included “encouraging her readers to follow Jared Wyand, a white 

supremacist and anti-Semite who openly praises Adolf Hitler and denies the Holocaust 

happened. Others who have earned Mekelburg’s praise include white nationalist groups 

such as Soldiers of Odin, Proud Boys, and Generation Identity.  

A “quick take” posted to the RAIR Foundation website asks if “we Europeans have an 

obligation to give away our ancestral lands to foreign peoples from other continents who 

are infiltrating Europe and are actively hostile to us” and asserts, in what appears to be a 

vague threat, that “Europeans must stop retreating and start actively defending our 

homelands.”   

Defending Our Republic’s Krista Schild alleges there is already a “sharia 
compound” in Texas. 
 
Defending Our Republic is a non-profit organization founded by Donald Trump’s former 
attorney Sydney Powell. American Family News reports, “[Krista] Schild [of Defending 
Our Republic] contends the goal is to make America and Texas an example of how 
Muslims are defeating the West by implementing sharia law in far-flung developments 
across the country.” Speaking to Family Research Council’s Jody Heiss, Schild called 
the EPIC City project “a sharia compound” and alleged, “there is a caliphate that is 
already in existence in Plano Texas surrounding East Plano Islamic Center.” Schild later 
added, “So what they are calling it now is EPIC City. They have got bolder and feel like 
they have already conquered this territory, and they have won.”  
 
Former police lieutenant Douglas Deacon claims there is a “functional sharia-law-
based system in the state” and asserts a house on the EPIC property “has all the 
hallmarks of a fortress and command post” and appears to include a “shooting 
platform.”  
 
Douglas Deaton is a retired Plano Police Department Lieutenant. Law Enforcement 
Today reported that in a TV appearance Deaton advanced a hypothesis that, “the new 
development slated for County land outside of Dallas is in his view the next phase of an 
already functional sharia-law-based system in the state.” Deaton’s testimony, in part 
speaking about a house already on the property, before the Collin County 
Commissioners Court is quoted at length by The Gold Report, “The rear of the property 

Mek claims there are already “Sharia-adherent lifestyle zone(s)” in Texas, in 

part because of park signs in some neighborhoods “with Islamic behavioral 

rules like ‘no alcohol’ and ‘no loud music.’” According to the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department’s official rules of conduct in parks, it is prohibited 

to consume, display, or sell alcohol in Texas State parks. The department 

says it is also an offense to “create a disturbance capable of negatively 

affecting other park users by causing excessive noise by any means.” 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/anti-muslim-twitter-troll-amy-mek-mekelburg_n_5b0d9e40e4b0802d69cf0264
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/anti-muslim-twitter-troll-amy-mek-mekelburg_n_5b0d9e40e4b0802d69cf0264
https://rairfoundation.com/where-should-europeans-flee-when-our-countries-have/
https://rairfoundation.com/where-should-europeans-flee-when-our-countries-have/
https://rairfoundation.com/where-should-europeans-flee-when-our-countries-have/
https://archive.ph/vMJiT
https://www.chatpods.com/search/episode/PYI4J5YBCJdBo5SORbpY/insight/
https://www.chatpods.com/search/episode/PYI4J5YBCJdBo5SORbpY/insight/
https://archive.ph/HkXhX
https://archive.ph/HkXhX
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is just a few feet from a large outdoor warning siren. The house has a large second-story 
platform overlooking the restricted access parking lot where the police department 
stored specialized vehicles such as bomb trucks, bomb disposal equipment, and the 
SWAT team’s armored vehicle. That house has all the hallmarks of a fortress and a 
command post.” Deacon also said, “The rear of the house looks a lot like an observation 
post and a shooting platform.” 
 

Texas legislators and Governor Abbott have a history of anti-Islam 

activity and more recently anti-Palestinian racism.  

 
In February 2025, Governor Abbott posted on X, “To be clear, Sharia law is not allowed 
in Texas. Nor are Sharia cities. Nor are ‘no go zones’ which this project seems to imply. 
Bottom line: The project as proposed in the video is not allowed in Texas.” In his 
statement, Abbott included a reshare of one of anti-Muslim activist Amy Mek’s posts.  
 
The No Go Zones conspiracy theory, used also by Texas Senator Ted Cruz, claims that 
Muslims in Europe have set up so-called “no-go zones” that people of other faiths and 
police are not allowed to enter. Numerous debunks of the concept exist. In 2015, Fox 
News was forced to apologize several times for a similar “no-go zone” claim made by 
self-proclaimed terrorism 'expert' Steven Emerson. In response to Emerson's claim, then 
British Prime Minister David Cameron said: “Frankly I choked on my porridge and 
thought it must be April's Fools Day. This guy is clearly a complete idiot.” 
 
Governor Abbott’s EPIC City attack is part of a pattern of anti-Muslim bias emanating 
from Texas political figures. A Texas legislator introduced a bill attacking Islam without 
fact-checking his inspiration for the act. Members of Congress from Texas have 
advanced debunked conspiracy theories. Abbott has a history of anti-Muslim and anti-
Palestinian racism and has repeatedly reshared content from Islamophobic social media 
feeds.1  
 
Texas legislators have enacted anti-Islam legislation.  
 
UC Berkeley’s Othering and Belonging Center identified 18 anti-Islam measures 
introduced by Texas state legislators between 2011-2017, three of which were enacted. 
In 2011, then Texas legislator Leo Berman said his anti-Islam legislation was necessary 
because he had heard, but apparently had not actually tried to confirm, that one 
American town was allowing judges to use Sharia. “I heard it on a radio station here on 
my way into the Capitol one day. I don’t know Dearborn, Michigan, but I heard [that 
Sharia is accepted there] on the radio. Isn’t that true?” 
 
Othering and Belonging Center staff found that the most anti-Islam legislation was 
introduced near midterm or presidential elections (Legalizing Othering, pg. 7), hinting the 
bill sponsors saw political advantage in adopting an anti-Muslim stance. Center staff 
concluded these efforts to legislate against people based on how they choose to worship 

 
1 CAIR has elsewhere argued that while anti-Arab racism is certainly not synonymous with Islamophobia, Muslim and 

Arab identities have long been conflated, particularly by those who seek to villainize both, making anti-Muslim hate part 

and parcel of anti-Arab, and specifically, anti-Palestinian racism. See for instance pg. 3 of CAIR’s 2025 civil rights report: 

https://islamophobia.org/civil-rights-reports/2025-civil-rights-report-unconstitutional-crackdowns/ 

https://archive.ph/oIWOl
https://archive.ph/oIWOl
https://www.snopes.com/news/2025/03/19/shariah-city-texas/
https://archive.ph/8aEzb
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2018/11/09/debunking-maps-alleged-islamic-no-go-zones-london-2/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2018/11/09/debunking-maps-alleged-islamic-no-go-zones-london-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sz1k37TPA8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sz1k37TPA8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sz1k37TPA8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Wz4wkzHxkk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Wz4wkzHxkk
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/islamophobia/islamophobia-legislative-database
https://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/2011/04/this_again_texas_legislator_cl.html
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God “instigate an unfounded and nonviable fear of Sharia law; other Islam and Muslims; 
foment a climate of intolerance toward Muslims and those perceived to be Muslim; and 
inhibit Muslims from engaging with their religion.” (Legalizing Othering, pg. 8) 
 
Texas legislators have advanced common Islamophobic conspiracy theories. 
 

1. Texas Senator Ted Cruz (R-Texas) cited the debunked no go zones conspiracy 
theory in an op-ed during his failed 2016 presidential campaign. (Highjacked by 
Hate, pg. 63)   

2. Texas Senator John Cornyn advanced a conspiracy theory that Muslims seek to 
supplant U.S. law with something else  when he wrote the Department of Justice 
(DoJ) and urged them to investigate if “the proponents of the proposed 
development are abiding by existing federal and state prohibitions on the 
enforcement of sharia law.” In the same letter Cornyn advances a narrative about 
Muslims posing a unique threat asserting, “A master-planned ‘community of 
thousands of Muslims’ could violate the constitutional rights of Jewish and 
Christian Texans...”  

3. Former U.S. Representative Louis Gohmert (R-Texas) hosted anti-Muslim bigot 
Geert Wilders2 on Capitol Hill (Confronting Fear, pg. 52) and repeatedly 
championed the “terror babies” conspiracy theory, the notion that mothers come 
to the U.S. to have children with American citizenship who can later return to 
America in order to commit atrocities. (Legislating Fear, pg. 87). 

 
Gov. Abbott has supported or enacted anti-free speech measures targeting 
Muslims and anti-genocide activists—often a manifestation of anti-Palestinian 
racism—in Texas. 
 

1. 2017: Signed a law (HB 89) barring government contracts with entities that 
boycott Israel. At the signing ceremony Abbott said the bill will “show the rest of 
the nation and the world, Texas is a friend to Israel.” On April 25, 2019, a federal 
court enjoined the Act as facially unconstitutional under the First 
Amendment.  The Court held that the Texas Anti-BDS Act “threatens to suppress 
unpopular ideas” and “manipulate the public debate” on Israel and Palestine 
“through coercion rather than persuasion.”   

2. 2024: Abbott enacted GA-44, an executive order punishing criticism of Israel on 
college campuses by directing universities to incorporate rules where students 
would be punished for criticizing Israel. As with HB 89, a federal court found that 
“GA-44-compliant university policies impose impermissible viewpoint 
discrimination that chills speech in violation of the First Amendment” and allowed 
a lawsuit against the order to proceed. 

 
Abbott shared dehumanizing content from anti-Muslim bigot Amy Mek’s social 
media account, deleted it, then shared content from another anti-Muslim bigot 
alleging Islam is a “militant ideology.” 
 

1. Abbott appears to have been following the lead of anti-Muslim bigot Amy 
Mekelburg when he mainstreamed the EPIC City controversy in February 2025. 

 
2 In April 2015, Gohmert (R-Texas) and then U.S. Steve King (R-Iowa) hosted Dutch Islamophobe Geert Wilders at a 

Capitol Hill press conference. Wilders has stated “I hate Islam,” called the Quran a “fascist book” that should be banned, 
referred to the Prophet Mohammed as “the devil,” and proposed putting a tax on Islamic head scarves (hijab) worn by 

Muslim women. 

https://www.cornyn.senate.gov/news/cornyn-calls-on-doj-to-investigate-epic-city-following-accusations-of-religious-discrimination-sharia-law/
https://www.breitbart.com/border/2017/05/02/texas-governor-signs-anti-bds-bill-law/
https://www.breitbart.com/border/2017/05/02/texas-governor-signs-anti-bds-bill-law/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/good-news-alert-federal-judge-advances-cairs-challenge-to-latest-version-of-texas-anti-bds-law/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/good-news-alert-federal-judge-advances-cairs-challenge-to-latest-version-of-texas-anti-bds-law/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/good-news-alert-federal-judge-advances-cairs-challenge-to-latest-version-of-texas-anti-bds-law/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/breaking-cair-obtains-federal-court-ruling-against-texas-unconstitutional-crackdown-on-student-criticism-of-israel/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/breaking-cair-obtains-federal-court-ruling-against-texas-unconstitutional-crackdown-on-student-criticism-of-israel/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/politics/texas/article/epic-city-greg-abbott-islamic-community-20255339.php
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Abbott reposted and later deleted content created by Rise Align Ignite Reclaim 
(RAIR) Foundation Founder Amy “Mek” Mekelburg. RAIR has been designated 
as a hate organization and website that regularly publishes anti-immigrant and 
anti-Muslim conspiracy theories, including that Muslims seek to “infiltrate and 
destabilize the West.” Mekelburg is best known for her Islamophobic content, but 
has previously encouraged her readers to follow a white supremacist and anti-
Semite. 

2. Abbott also reposted content from X user John Ferguson less than four hours 
after the latter claimed, “Muslims do not assimilate.” The post Abbott shared 
says, “Islam is a militant ideology cloaked in religious rhetoric, with a clear 
mandate to destroy the west. Bit by bit a stealth Jihad js happening to Texas and 
America.” [archive] Ferguson’s account regularly features anti-Muslim hate.3  

 
These incidents reflect a pattern of conflating Muslim civic participation or pro-Palestine 
advocacy with foreign threat narratives, justifying discriminatory policies under the 
banner of national or state security. 
 

 
3 Abbott reshares John Ferguson (@JohnnyWhiskeyTX) and Ferguson’s use of common Islamophobic narratives.    

May 11, 9:27 a.m. Ferguson claims, “Islam is a militant ideology cloaked in religious rhetoric, with a clear mandate to 

destroy the west. Bit by bit a stealth Jihad js happening to Texas and America.” [archive] 

May 11, 10:22 a.m. Ferguson claims, “These Islamist leaders chose small town Texas to overthrow the local voters and 

work their plans in the dark” and adds, “Muslims do not assimilate.” [archive] 

May 11, 2:15 p.m.: Abbott says “Texas has halted any construction of EPIC City. There is no construction taking place.” 

on his X account. That post reshares Ferguson’s May 11, 2025, 9:27 a.m. post. [archive] 

May 11, 3:11 p.m.: Ferguson claims, “No foreigner should ever be allowed to hold any public office. Islam demands Jihad 

over nonbelievers.” [archive] 

May 11, 4:33 p.m.: Ferguson claims, “Islam is a political ideology that masks itself in religious rhetoric. There [sic] goal is 

to usurp local power and subvert our laws. This must be stopped” [archive] 

May 1, 6:32 p.m. Ferguson writes, “Islam is a political ideology cloaked in religious doctrine which has been used to justify 

the destruction of nations and the massacre of millions. Texas is the chosen site to conquer the United States .” He adds, 

“Islam requires the following of the Quran and Sharia Law. All others must perish or be converted. Muslims who wish to 

go to paradise must follow this edict or be cast out. If Texas Falls , So does America [archive] 

 

Abbott reposted content from X user John Ferguson less than four 

hours after the latter claimed, “Muslims do not assimilate.” The 

post Abbott shared says, “Islam is a militant ideology cloaked in 

religious rhetoric, with a clear mandate to destroy the west. Bit 

by bit a stealth Jihad js [sic] happening to Texas and America.” 

Ferguson’s account regularly features anti-Muslim hate. 

https://www.snopes.com/news/2025/03/19/shariah-city-texas/
https://islamophobia.org/islamophobic-organizations/rair-foundation-usa/
https://islamophobia.org/islamophobic-organizations/rair-foundation-usa/
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1921571688426197043
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1921557855187910960
https://archive.ph/DeWMa
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1921557855187910960
https://archive.ph/DeWMa
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1921571688426197043
https://archive.ph/soPMH
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1921630359415910639
https://archive.ph/nqnjx
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1921644288028414140
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1921644288028414140
https://archive.ph/J2q1l
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1921664935781666930
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1921664935781666930
https://archive.ph/zXJm6
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1918071120575541293
https://x.com/JohnnyWhiskyTX/status/1918071120575541293
https://archive.ph/0Dnfi
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The attack on EPIC City parallels past controversies surrounding 

Muslim-led development projects, including the 2009-2012 campaign 

targeting the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro in Tennessee. 
 
A prominent parallel to Mek and Abbott’s attack on EPIC City was the 2009-2012 fear-
driven campaign surrounding the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro (ICM) in Tennessee. 
Predictions mirroring the anti-Muslim stereotypes seen in Texas did not come true. 
  
In 2009, the staff of the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro, established in 1982, announced 
plans to expand their facility. Shortly after, the words “not welcome” were spray-painted 
on a sign at the new construction site. Then Congressional candidate Lou Ann Zelenick 
used her platform to claim is Islam is not a religion but rather a political ideology. State 
Senator Bill Ketron introduced anti-Islam legislation. 
  
City planning hearings swelled as attendees asserted, “We have a duty to investigate 
anyone under the banner of Islam.” There was an arson, and nine shots were fired at the 
construction site. Lawsuits were filed. One suit claimed Islam is not a religion. 
Opponents called the mosque a potential terrorist training center and warned it would 
bring “Sharia law” to Tennessee. 
 
It took until August 2012 when a federal judge intervened to allow an occupancy permit. 
Despite death threats, vandalism, and an arson attack, ICM won its legal battles and 
completed construction. When the expanded mosque was officially opened, Imam 
Ossama Bahloul noted, "Yes, we received hundreds of hate (emails), but we received  
thousands of supportive ones. It reminds us that the majority of people are good." (Same 
Hate, New Target pgs. 112-113) 

 
In more recent examples, in 2024, Hendricks County, Indiana, agreed to pay $295,000 
to Al Hussnain Inc. an Islamic religious organization that was denied the right to develop 
a seminary, a school, and homes. Local residents signed petitions and encouraged 
people who were “anti-Islamic” to express their opinions, the Department of Justice 
said. Also in 2024, Lodi Township in Michigan settled with Masjid Al-Farook, paving the 
way for the establishment of the first Muslim place of worship in the township. This came 
after a lawsuit was filed under the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act 
(RLUIPA) alleging that Lodi Township’s zoning scheme made it impossible to establish a 
place of worship within the township. In 2022, a judge in Michigan ruled that the City of 
Troy’s previous denial of the Adam Community Center’s 2018 request for a zoning 
variance violated federal law. The lawsuit claimed that the application of its zoning 
ordinance against Adam treated Adam differently than other religious and non-religious 
assemblies. 
  
These cases and others, such as the Park51 “Ground Zero Mosque” controversy in New 
York, and the Sheepshead Bay Mosque controversy also in New York demonstrate a 
long-standing pattern of Islamophobic fearmongering that seeks to exclude Muslims 
from the public and civic space under the guise of zoning, security, or assimilation 
concerns. 

https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/hendricks-county-agrees-to-pay-fines-after-denying-islamic-groups-development/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/hendricks-county-agrees-to-pay-fines-after-denying-islamic-groups-development/
https://www.metrotimes.com/news/muslim-group-sues-washtenaw-county-township-over-mosque-dispute-36598270
https://www.metrotimes.com/news/muslim-group-sues-washtenaw-county-township-over-mosque-dispute-36598270
https://www.arabamericannews.com/2022/11/23/troy-mosque-reaches-settlement-with-city-in-legal-dispute/
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On launch day, prior to any political scrutiny, EPIC City’s vision was  

a place to “celebrate diversity” and “foster a sense of belonging…for 

all residents regardless of their background.”   

 
EPIC City is a proposed 402-acre housing development in Josephine, Texas. An investor 
summary posted by Community Capital Partners, a limited partnership established to 
oversee the project, indicates the plan is to build, “approximately 1,079 single 
family/townhome lots (the “Lots”), a private school, commercial/retail, multifamily and a 
Masjid…” 
   
EPIC City’s launch messaging, what the project leads were saying before any 
public scrutiny, was that the project would be a place to “celebrate diversity” and 
“foster a sense of belonging…for all residents regardless of their background.”   

 
A video announcing the project was posted on April 7, 2024. As such, the video represents 
the project’s vision prior to any political intervention. The video is intended to appeal to a 
target audience that finds living near an Islamic place of worship appealing. At the same 
time the voiceover describes the project as a place “where we celebrate diversity and 
promote unity.” “Our community,” the narrator adds, “is designed to foster a sense of 
belonging and inclusivity for all residents, regardless of their background. We believe that 
everyone deserves a safe and comfortable place to call home. And we are committed to 
creating a welcoming environment where all residents can live in harmony.”  
 
In a second video posted May 15, 2024, speakers are clearly appealing to a Muslim 
audience, but at no time contradict the launch video’s vision of a diverse and inclusive 
community. 
 
In April 2025, the Houston Chronicle reported, “Applications for investors, who had to be 
accredited by the Securities and Exchange Commission to reserve spaces for future homes, 
did not ask about their religious affiliation.”  
 
After coming under attack, Community Capital Partners redrafted some text on its website 
that some readers interpreted as not in compliance with the Fair Housing Act. The redrafted 
language reads much like the April 2024, pre-politicization of the project, “Our vision is to 
build a diverse and inclusive community — one in which people of every background, faith, 
and culture can live together in harmony. We will uphold the safety and well-being of our 
neighbors at every step of development, starting with thorough individualized assessments 
of prospective buyers to ensure they align with our goals of safety and security. We look 
forward to working together to foster mutual understanding, respect, and collaboration as 
our project moves forward.” 
 
Dr. Yasir Qadhi, an Islamic scholar and spokesperson for the project, told the Dallas Morning 
News that Federal and Texas laws would govern the property just as in the rest of Texas. 
Community Capital Partners also said the project would comply with the Fair Housing Act. 
As we will show shortly, Christians, Jews, and others—without triggering political 
campaigns or accusations of cultural threat and are widely accepted as part of the Texas’ 
civic and moral fabric. 
 

https://epicccp.com/faqs/
https://epicccp.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/INVESTOR-SUMMARY-V7-W-ATTACHMENTS-1.pdf
https://epicccp.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/INVESTOR-SUMMARY-V7-W-ATTACHMENTS-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWG6rSVeETA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEYFwm_mWxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEYFwm_mWxU
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/politics/texas/article/epic-city-greg-abbott-islamic-community-20255339.php
https://archive.ph/cgEuI#selection-2119.23-2119.518
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/fact-check-what-we-know-about-plans-for-texas-islam-centric-neighborhood-epic-city/ar-AA1Famp7
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Governor Abbott and Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton’s attack on EPIC City 
has not resulted in any evidence of wrongdoing and may violate Constitutional 
prohibitions against arbitrary government action.  

 
Governor Abbott appears to have followed Amy Mek’s lead in instigating an attack targeting 
the EPIC City project, launching a series of investigations many of which remain open as of 
this writing. 
  
Publicly available information suggests the state’s campaign may violate multiple 
constitutional protections, including the ban on arbitrary government action. 
 
After Texas Senator John Cornyn called for the Federal government to investigate EPIC City, 
the San Antonio Current reported that, “The DOJ formally notified EPIC City developer 
Community Capital Partners [CCP] in a June 13 [2025] letter that it found no civil rights 
violations involving the proposed project.” 
 
In May, KERA News reported, “Although it may be many years away from starting 
construction, Gov. Greg Abbott, Attorney General Ken Paxton and the Department of Justice 
have all launched probes looking for potential lawbreaking — and so far have provided no 
evidence of wrongdoing.”  
 
Abbott alleged the East Plano Islamic Center had performed funeral services in violation of 
Texas law, however KERA reported, “EPIC did have a license, which expired in 2022. But the 
mosque’s website shows it partners with Rahma Funeral Homes to provide funeral services 
— which is licensed and has been since 2004, according to the state’s Online Licensing 
System.” By mid-July, the Texas Funeral Services Commission (TFSC), whose investigation is 
ongoing as this report is finalized, wrote to EPIC saying, “If TFSC received credible 
information suggesting that any of the aforementioned [funerary] activities are being 
performed in a manner not in compliance with Texas law, we will notify your counsel 
promptly…” The “if” implies no such evidence has been received since the investigation 
began in April.  
 
In an April 14, 2025 letter to Attorney General Pam Bondi and Assistant Attorney General 
Harmeet Dhillon, CAIR staff observed that Governor Abbott and Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton’s attack on EPIC City “is a discriminatory act that appears to violate the First 
Amendment’s Free Exercise Clause, the Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause, 
and the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act (RLUIPA). RLUIPA bars 
government entities from imposing land use restrictions that substantially burden religious 
exercise unless they can demonstrate a compelling interest pursued through the least 
restrictive means. These protections apply equally to mosques, synagogues, churches, and 
other religious institutions. Moreover, any state or federal investigation launched without 
credible justification raises serious concerns under the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due 
Process Clause, which prohibits arbitrary government action. There is no reason to assume 
EPIC has violated any laws or regulations. Rather, these politically motivated inquiries 
appear designed to chill Muslim civic engagement and religious freedom. This is precisely 
the kind of discriminatory behavior the Constitution and federal civil rights statutes were 
enacted to prevent.” 
 
Texans have long organized to shape neighborhoods that reflect their values. 
Across the state, religious communities have developed housing projects, 

https://www.sacurrent.com/news/doj-quietly-closes-investigation-into-texas-muslim-centric-housing-development-epic-city-37871135
https://www.sacurrent.com/news/doj-quietly-closes-investigation-into-texas-muslim-centric-housing-development-epic-city-37871135
https://archive.ph/0eAII
https://archive.ph/0eAII
https://www.tpr.org/religion/2025-03-27/east-plano-islamic-center-must-stop-all-funeral-services-gov-abbott-says
https://www.keranews.org/government/2025-07-17/texas-funeral-services-commission-east-plano-islamic-center-funeral-burial-rites-investigation-lawsuit
https://www.keranews.org/government/2025-07-17/texas-funeral-services-commission-east-plano-islamic-center-funeral-burial-rites-investigation-lawsuit
https://www.cair.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/CAIR-CAIR-TX-DFW-Letter.pdf
https://www.cair.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/CAIR-CAIR-TX-DFW-Letter.pdf
https://www.cair.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/CAIR-CAIR-TX-DFW-Letter.pdf
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sometimes large in scale, always rooted in service or shared identity without 
drawing political attacks or public controversy. 
 

1. Corinthian Pointe (Houston, TX). Windsor Village United Methodist Church 
partnered with nonprofit Pyramid Residential and Ryland Homes to create 
Corinthian Pointe, a 220-acre master-planned community featuring more than 
460 homes, a community center, a YMCA, and healthcare services. As one of 
Houston’s largest faith-initiated housing developments, it has operated for years 
without facing political scrutiny or accusations of exclusion. 

2. “OurCommunity” Tiny-Home Village (near Dallas, TX). The Christian nonprofit 
OurCalling is building a 500-home tiny-house village on 280 acres north of 
Dallas. Designed to serve long-term residents in need, the village will include a 
chapel, café, clinic, and comprehensive support services. While faith-inspired, 
the developers emphasize openness: “Although we are a Christian nonprofit, 
there will be no requirement to participate in Bible studies or church activities. 
Residents and volunteers of all faiths are welcome in our community.” The 
project has received public praise, not suspicion. 

3. Enterprise Community Partners’ Faith-Based Development Initiative (FBDI). In 
cities like Houston, San Antonio, and Dallas, churches are converting unused 
land into affordable housing with support from Enterprise’s Faith-Based 
Development Initiative. Over eight hundred homes are underway.  

 
New Jersey’s Kiryas Joel, which means “little town” in Yiddish, is “a completely holistic, 
cradle-to-grave Jewish society that operates in the Yiddish language.” Similarly, “Reba 
Place Fellowship is an intentional Christian community in Evanston and Chicago, Illinois.  
We are followers of Jesus Christ, freely sharing life and resources with one another and 
with our neighbors in order to demonstrate God’s peace and justice in the world.” 

Moving Forward 
The controversy surrounding EPIC City reflects a broader pattern of Islamophobic 
fearmongering in Texas public life, where Muslim initiatives are scrutinized by public 
officials and politicized in ways not reflected in other faith-led developments. Despite 
Muslims’ demonstrable contributions to Texas’s civic, professional, and philanthropic 
spheres, including public office, disaster relief, and medical care, state officials have 
apparently followed the lead of anti-Muslim activists and targeted EPIC City without 
presenting substantiated evidence of wrongdoing. This raises serious concerns about 
discriminatory enforcement and the weaponization of zoning and regulatory authority to 
suppress Muslim civic participation. If equal protection and religious liberty are to remain 
credible principles in American democracy, officials must apply them consistently—
regardless of the faith involved.  

https://www.chron.com/news/article/this-community-is-on-the-pointe-1687106.php
https://www.ourcalling.org/our-community/
https://www.ourcalling.org/our-community/
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/news/enterprise-launches-faith-based-development-initiative-texas-create-800-affordable-homes
https://archive.ph/0GQeg
https://archive.ph/0GQeg
https://rebaplacefellowship.org/
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