
 Key Talking Points on 
Civic Engagement for 
Imams in Texas
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Acknowledge 
the Dual 
Challenge
Acknowledge the widespread frustration, 
including the international crisis (e.g., Gaza), and 
the immediate, targeted challenge our 
community faces from Governor Abbott's anti-
CAIR proclamation and similar political attacks in 
Texas.   Examples for rising Islamophobia in 
Texas are:  

1. State investigating Islamic Tribunal, EPIC,  and 
Muslim cemeteries.

2. Excluding Islamic school from the vouchers 
program, stopping school districts from hosting 
Islamic Games

3. One major political party having anti-sharia 
preposition in their primaries and running 
Islamophobic campaign ads 

4.Governor going after CAIR, to reduce our 
ability to protect our civil rights

Please see Appendix slide for more details of the 
examples mentioned above
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Rebuke & 
Reassure
Clearly state that the proclamation is based 
on false accusations and anti-Muslim 
conspiracy theories. Reassure the 
congregation that our mosques, charities, and 
community institutions are lawful, 
transparent, and a vital part of the Texas 
community.
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Action for Legal 
Defense
Inform the community that organizations like 
CAIR, CAIR-Texas, and MLFA have filed a 
lawsuit to challenge this proclamation and 
defend the constitutional rights of all Texans. 
Encourage community support for these vital 
institutions.

Organizations 
Fighting for Us

Council on American- 
Islamic Relations (CAIR)

CAIR-Texas

CAIR Action / CAIR 
Action Texas

Muslim Legal Fund of 
America (MLFA)
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Theological Grounding 
for Action

Ground this moment in Islamic history and prophetic guidance, reminding the 
community that our frustration must lead to principled action, not despair. We 
must act with our hands and our votes, as we raise them in du'a.
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Emphasize Texas 
Identity & Local Power

Equal 
Texans
Muslims are citizens, 
taxpayers, and 
professionals

Deserve 
Dignity
We deserve dignity 
and safety in our 
state

Local 
Impact
Local and state 
elections directly 
affect our daily lives, 
schools, and public 
policy in Texas

Stress that Muslims are equal Texans4citizens, taxpayers, and professionals4
who deserve dignity and safety. Emphasize that local and state elections directly 
affect our daily lives, schools, and public policy in Texas.
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Strategic 
Voting is 
Leverage
Explain the political reality: major parties 
ignore the Muslim community because of 
weak voter participation rates. A single 
Jumu'ah congregation voting as a bloc can 
swing a local race (sometimes by as few as 
150-1,000 votes) and compel campaigns to 
seek our support in future cycles.

Your vote has power. Local races 
are often decided by margins smaller 
than a single congregation.
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Clear Call to 
Action
01

Direct Instruction
"I want every single registered 
voter here to take your whole 
family and vote."

02

Key Dates
March 3rd election, Feb 17th-27th early 
voting

03

Polling Locations

Click here
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https://www.votetexas.gov/voting/where.html


Appendix - 
Details of 
Islamophobia 
Islamic Tribunal 

Muslim Cemetery Investigation 

EPIC Investigation 

Excluding Islamic Schools from Vouchers 

Forcing School Districts to not host Islamic 
Games

Islamophobic political rhetoric 

State leadership going after CAIR 
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https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-calls-for-investigations-into-sharia-courts
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-action-taken-against-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-supports-hud-launching-fair-housing-investigation-into-epic
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/politics/texas/article/private-school-voucher-islamic-schools-21332095.php
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/attorney-general-paxton-demands-documents-texas-isds-part-ongoing-investigation-schools-ties-foreign
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/attorney-general-paxton-demands-documents-texas-isds-part-ongoing-investigation-schools-ties-foreign
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2026-02-18/texas-republicans-islam-anti-muslim-rhetoric
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-cair-texas-dismiss-ken-paxtons-latest-frivolous-anti-muslim-publicity-stunt/

