
 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY: ICE Enforcement & Surveillance at Airports 

I. THE CURRENT RISK 

ICE arrests at airports have spiked by 94%. Under current administration directives, ICE 
and CBP agents are now actively assisting TSA at security checkpoints in major hubs, 
including Phoenix, Atlanta, and various Texas airports. This environment increases the 
risk of racial profiling and wrongful detention for all travelers, regardless of status. 

II. HOW YOU ARE BEING TRACKED 

●​ TSA & ICE Data Sharing: TSA provides passenger names, flight numbers, and 
photographs to ICE. 

●​ NCIC Database: The "Secure Flight" algorithm checks all travelers against the 
FBI’s NCIC database, which now contains a massive volume of 
administrative/civil immigration warrants. 

●​ Third-Party Data: Booking information from travel agencies (e.g., Expedia) is 
often sold to enforcement agencies. 

III. SPECIFIC GUIDANCE BY STATUS 

Use this chart to understand your mandatory requirements and rights: 

If You Are A... What to Carry Your Rights & Actions 

U.S. Citizen State ID or 
Passport. 

State: "I am a U.S. citizen." You are not 
required to answer questions about your 
heritage or religion. 

Green Card 
Holder 

Physical Green 
Card (LPRs must 
carry this). 

Show your card. If questioned, state: "I am 
exercising my right to remain silent until my 
lawyer is present." 

Visa / DACA / 
TPS 

I-797 notice or EAD 
card. 

Avoid carrying a foreign passport for 
domestic flights if you have a state ID; it can 
be used as evidence for deportation. 

Undocumented Attorney contact 
info. 

Ask: "Am I free to go?" If "No," state: "I 
choose to remain silent and want to speak to 
a lawyer." 



 
 

IV. PROTECTING YOURSELF FROM WRONGFUL DETENTION 

1.​ The "45-Minute Rule": While not a strict law, internal guidelines suggest that 
initial questioning should ideally conclude within 45 minutes. If you are held 
longer, demand to know the legal justification or request a warrant. 

2.​ The "Administrative Warrant" Trap: Agents may show you a Form I-205 or I-200. 
These are NOT judicial warrants. They are signed by ICE officials, not judges, 
and do not grant the same authority as a court order. 

3.​ Texas-Specific Warning (SB4): New state laws in Texas authorize even untrained 
local police to engage in immigration enforcement. This increases the likelihood 
of being stopped for "illegal entry" or "re-entry" even in non-border areas. 

4.​ Digital Privacy: Disable FaceID and TouchID before entering the airport. Use a 
strong passcode, as agents at international "functional borders" can search 
devices without reasonable suspicion. 

V. EMERGENCY PROTOCOL: IF YOU ARE DETAINED 

●​ Do Not Sign Anything: ICE may pressure you to sign "Voluntary Departure" 
forms. Refuse. Signing can waive your right to a hearing before a judge. 

●​ Record the Interaction: You have a First Amendment right to record agents in 
public areas of the airport as long as you do not interfere with their duties. 

●​ Note Official Details: Immediately write down the agent’s name, badge number, 
and the time you were stopped. 

●​ Call for Help: If you are a U.S. Citizen or LPR being wrongfully held, state clearly: 
"I am being illegally detained. I am filing a complaint and wish to speak to my 
attorney." 

 

CONTACT CAIR TEXAS INTAKE: If your request is urgent (for example, you have an 
upcoming meeting, court date, or law enforcement matter) please describe the urgency 
in the form and call our office at 713-254-2016. 

Attribution: Information adapted from Just Futures Law, ACLU Texas, and the National 
Police Accountability Project. 

https://cairhouston.com/report-an-incident/


 
 


